











Joshua Tree
Engagement Session

by WASIO Photography

THIS IS OUR FAVORITE SET UP ON LOCATION BECAUSE IT’S RELATIVELY LIGHT
WHILE GIVING US 500WS OF LIGHT AND SUPPORT OF HIGH-SPEED SYNC

This shoot was an engagement session
for our best friends - Camila & Chris.
We met them a little over a year ago at
the Creative Morning event here in San
Diego and instantly became awesome
friends. Camila & Chris have a social
media marketing company and Camila is
also a fashion blogger (@camilarpontes).

We are honored to photograph their
wedding next year in Brazil and for their
engagement session, we wanted to do
something more special. We decided
to go to Joshua Tree because Camila is
a huge U2 fan and obviously the Joshua
Tree National Park has a special place in
each U2 Fan’s heart (because of one their
most famous album Joshua Tree).

We planned to shoot for two days in
the Joshua Tree National Park and the
photos in this post are from the first
day when we decided together to have
a slightly more formal feel. Camila was
wearing a beautiful red dress and Chris a
nice blue suit. Camila also made her own
bouquet out of silk and plastic flowers.
Seriously, look at that bouquet and tell
me it doesn’t look 100% real! Camila did
an amazing job creating it.

During the first day of the shoot, we
wanted to show Camila’s and Chris love
toward each other, their modern chic
feel and also their fun nature. Each of
the four photos we selected has a slightly
different feel to it and show Camila and

Chris in a different way.

The first day when we photographed at
the park we decided to go on the hike to
the Barker Dam. It’s not a long trail with
only a couple of miles each way but we
needed to travel light. My assistant and
behind-the-scene video shooter was my
wife Sasha who was also carrying our
3-month old daughter - Savannah! Check
at the end of the video how this was han-
dled!

So, because I had to carry everything, I
decided to go very light - camera body
(Canon 5D Mark IV), 3 lenses - Canon
24-70, 70-200 and Sigma 8smm f1.4 Art
(big thanks to Hunt’s for lending us this
beautiful lens). For lighting, we used
Phottix Indra 500 triggered with a Phot-
tix Odin II for Canon. This is our favorite

set up on location because it’s relatively
light while giving us soows of light and
support of High-Speed Sync. We also
used one simple modifier - Phottix Luna
II Folding Beauty Dish. We love this
beauty dish modifier on location because
it’s super easy to assemble, with nice
quality of light and removable deflector
to get more power when needed.

Our first main challenge that day was the
quickly changing and decreasing light as
we were shooting till sunset. The second
challenge, especially toward the end of
the day was the strong wind that made it
hard for Sasha to hold the light and also
shoot some behind the scenes shots. The
third challenge was the fact that we had
to feed Savannah a few times during the
session.

In the first two photos, we used the
off-camera flash just to open up a bit
the shadows without losing the beauty
of natural light that afternoon. It was a
bit cloudy so we had the nicely diffused

natural light. We wanted to just slight-
ly accentuate the light on Camila and
Chris. In both photos, the light is actual-
ly feathered so only the edge of it lights
the couple. For the first two photos, we
did very little editing in Adobe RAW and
Photoshop. Basically just adding a bit of
contrast, delicate dodging and burning,
and final selective sharpening.

For the two sunset photos, we wanted
a bit more dramatic feel. For that rea-
son, we underexposed the ambient light
and used the light on Camila and Chris
so they stand out more against the gor-
geous sunset sky. For the sunset photos,
we did a bit more editing in Camera RAW
to get the details out of the sky and the
rocks to enhance the natural sky colors.
We also used NIK Color Efex Pro with
Detail Extractor at very low opacity and
Pro Contract filters. We had to do a bit
more clean up as there were some peo-
ple around us and a small piece of cloud
was distracting. Then we applied final
selective sharpening.

WATCH THE VIDEO £
WE DECIDED TO GO TO JOSHUA

TREE NATIONAL PARK BECAUSE
CAMILA IS A HUGE FAN OF THE
BAND Uz AND JOSHUA TREE
HAS A SPECIAL PLACE IN EACH
Uz FAN’S HEART

Yaneck & Sasha are the founding partners of WASIO photography
and WASIO faces. They’ve been serving Chicago & Midwest clients
for over 10 years and recently expanded business to Southern Cali-
fornia. WASIO has been selected as Top 3 Wedding Photographers

in Chicago, Top 5 Wewdding Photographers in San Diego, and Top
5 Portrait Photographers in San Diego.

@A wasiophotography.com

instagram.com/wasio
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With a vast product selection ranging from
flash units, modifiers, replacement bulbs,
and everything in betweeen, we pride
ourselves on not only providing you with
™

the equipment to bring your vision to life,
but also with the support from the BEST

customer service team in the industry!

Our focus remains on innovation, ingenuity, s i m p I ify Yo u r L i g h t i n g

and providing our customerswith the best
experience when choosing their lighting

equipment.

EQUIPMENT USED
- Einstein™ 640 Flash Unit
- 86" Soft Silver PLM™ Umbrella

- CyberSync™ Transceiver

Kits from $449.°9°

- CyberSync™ Trigger Transmitter 2

PHOTO: Kimberly Nail
MODEL: Mary Catherine Freeman

Go from hobby to profession
with Paul C. Buff, Inc.

ISO: 250 SS: 1/160 sec. Aperture: /11 Focal Length: 35mm

PAUL CONRAD BUFF 1936 - 2015

For years, it has been our mission to advance Paul C. Buff, Inc. in the spirit
of innovation and originality upon which it was founded. With gratitude

for everything that Paul has taught us, we honor his memory by continuing
to serve our customers with the outstanding products, support,

and Golden Rule standards, that he initiated.

Paul blazed the trail and we keep marching ahead!
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PAUL C. BUFF, INC. Solix patent pending.
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC LIGHTING i )
W ‘ i g paulcbuff.com | @paulcbuffinc | #paulcbuff ©F.J. Westcott Co.
All rights reserved.



https://www.paulcbuff.com/
https://www.fjwestcott.com/solix

Zach Gray is half of the
husband and wife photogra-
phy and business coaching
team, Zach & Jody, based in
Nashville, Tennessee. Known
originally for their striking
and distinct wedding portrai-
ture work, Zack and Jodi Gray
have since found great success
with photography business
coaching and software,

and their highly successful
IN-CAMERA workshops.

@A zachandjody.com
instagram.com/zachgray
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Speedlights
onh LocatGion

by Zach Gray

THE RAPID BOX HELPS FILL IN THAT EXTRA
BIT OF LIGHT ON THE FACE, WE GET THAT
BEAUTIFUL SPARKLE ON THE EYES, AND
THE REST OF THE LIGHT TAPERS OFF INTO

THE BACKGROUND

In this video we’re out at the Red
Rocks Amphitheatre in Colorado,
with full day sun which was not the
best time of day to shoot, causing us
to look for areas with great shade. For
my main lighting I’'m using a speed-
light with a Westcott Rapidbox and
have a bare speedlight with a tung-
sten gel in the background that is two
stops darker than the main light so
that it’s not overpoweringly bright.

I used this setup because the light is
coming in but not in the direction we
want it, the Rapidbox helps fill in that
extra bit of light. This is a very sim-
ple setup, we’re trying to recreate the
beauty of the red rock and get beauti-
ful light on the face.

WATCH THE VIDEO ()
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https://youtu.be/AgKwBalV12g
http://www.zachandjody.com/
https://www.instagram.com/zachgray/

On Seb with
Rapper Camm

by Rob Christian Crosby

Insight + Inspiration Series

Rob Christian Crosby spends most of his
time either taking photos or thinking about
it. It started as an interest, but now Rob
has found in it a profession.

@ robchristiancrosby.com

instagram.com/robcros

For this shoot, I used gels, mixing am-
bient light with strobes to create hip-
hop oriented portraits for hip-hop art-
ist Camm’s web content. The first shot
youll see is in-studio, I used a beauty
dish that was above the subject with
a blue gel. Then to the subject’s right I
used a strobe with a standard reflector
with a red gel.

Shooting tethered was huge for this pro-
ject in studio, and I when I started shoot-
ing tethered it immediately changed the
way I shot. First, it allows me to see in
detail what I was shooting. Second, it al-
lowed me to make a preset, so I can see
closer to how the photos will look in post.

I do alot of different colored lighting set-
ups with long exposures. The biggest chal-
lenge for me when shooting these type
of photos is getting the right movement
and exposure and color all in one photo.

When it came time for post-processing
on this shoot I spent a lot of time color
correcting on Capture One and also skin
retouching on PhotoShop.

Before the shoot, I spent time in pre-pro-
duction creating mood-board for this
shoot. When it came to gear I used a
Canon camera with a 24-7omm 2.8, 1
DigiBee Strobe, 1 AlienBee strobe, Mac-
Book Pro and my Tether Tools TetherPro
USB Cable.



http://robchristiancrosby.com
https://www.instagram.com/robcros/

